EMERGENCE OF NATURALISM

consciousness. Since the action of the narrative is laid in his
excited mind, it had no excuse for being over-perfunctory
or languid. All is immediate, all is intense. The language may
with good reason be heightened now and then to the pitch
of poetry. And yet the thrill in the narrative does not rise
from the language, so tactfully is it elevated. The action and
the language fit one another in a clear integrity.

The novel had an instantaneous success in both America
and England. Crane's poems, The Black Riders and Other
Lines (1895), suggested to him by a reading of Emily Dickin-
son, made little stir, but his prose, with its rapid, flashing
movement and its bright, startling phrases, seemed a new
note in fiction. Crane went on a journalistic assignment to
Nebraska, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, and Mexico, desiring
most to see the Mississippi, cowboys riding, and a blizzard on
the plains. He found materials for numerous short stories,
including two of his best: The Blue Hotel (1899) anc^ ^e
Bride Comes to Yellow Sky (1898). Back again in New York,
he published Maggie (1896) without disapproval, a milder
companion-piece to it called George's Mother (1896) and
The Little Regiment: And Other Episodes of the American
Civil War (1896). Because The Red Badge was overwhelm-
ingly preferred to Maggie Crane wrote thereafter much more
about war than about slums. At the end of 1896 he sailed
on a filibustering vessel bound for Cuba, was shipwrecked off
the Florida coast, and had the adventure which he brilliantly
related in another masterly short story The Open Boat
(1898). By way of London and Paris he proceeded in 1897
to Greece, to report the Turkish war. Having no foreign
language he was handicapped and ineffectual, though again
he picked up enough with his sharp eyes for his novel Active
Service (1899), written after Crane had returned to England,
and promptly followed by the short novel The Monster
(1899). The war with Spain called Crane to Florida and
Cuba. Purely as correspondent he was no match for Richard
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